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Exitious


Atlas’ curse of having to hold the sky from the Earth for all eternity is well known. What is less well known is that before he was imprisoned, Atlas had relations with Gaea. They conceived a son but before he was born Gaea fell into a deep slumber.

Many centuries passed and Gaea awoke. She bore her son and named him Exitious, which means powerful destruction. He was meant to bring revenge onto the gods for his father. 
As Exitious grew he became strong, always pushing himself as far as possible so that when the day finally came to defeat the gods he would be ready.  


After his training had been completed he began to formulate a plan for his revenge.  He planned on taking advantage of the infidelity of Zeus in order to trap him . He knew that without their leader, the gods would be unable to organize themselves to defeat him. 


Exitious searched the Earth until he found the most beautiful maiden. He brought her to a secret cabin deep in the woods to live, away from other human company. He hoped that Zeus would see her alone and take advantage of her. His plan worked well because one day he observed that an old hermit had  begun to visit the maid in her cabin.

Exitious waited several week for Zeus to lose any wariness he might have of seeing the maiden. He prepared a trap for the sky god at his next visit. When Zeus went inside to have relations with the maiden he quickly surrounded the cabin with heavy rocks. He then had an enchanter place a spell on the rocks. The spell made it so that no one, not even a god, could move the rocks unless he was a blood relative of the titan Atlas.


The gods were greatly distressed that evening when their leader failed to return from the Earth. All of the gods went out from Olympus to search to find their leader.  All night and the next day they continued, without any luck. 

Meanwhile, while Olympus was unguarded, Exitious snuck into the city. He went to the mighty forges of Hephestus and crafted for himself two mighty weapons. The first was a war hammer capable of destroying mountains with a single blow. The second was a sword so sharp that it would slice through any armor as though it were simple cloth. Most powerful of all their abilities was that when used together they could destroy the weapons of power of the gods and render them useless. He then snuck back out of the city, waiting until the time was ripe for an attack. 

The gods returned one by one  from their search and began to tell their tales. They all reported that they had failed in their search and the location of Zeus was still unknown. Finally, the last god to arrive, Artemis, reported that she had found an enchanter that claimed to have taken part in the capture of Zeus. The enchanter revealed how he had placed a spell on the rocks that made it so that only Atlas or one of his relatives could move them. 

The gods, at this news, were thrown into a panic. They knew that all the descendants of Atlas hated them for what they did to their father. They also knew that whomever had trapped Zeus would be able to attack Olympus and there would be little chance of stopping him. 


Messengers were sent out to all the offspring of Atlas in the hope that one of them might be compassionate to the gods’ cause. As they suspected though, none were. All of them cursed the gods and were greatly pleased at what had happened. 
Finally, in absolute desperation, they turned to Atlas himself and offered him his freedom in return for his help. Atlas agreed but as soon as they loosed him from his bonds he ran off  to find his son and to help overthrow the gods. 

When Atlas finally caught up to Exitious his help was quickly accepted. In return he asked to share the rule of the universe with his son. 


The father and son team then moved to begin their revenge. One by one, gods began to fall to the combined might of the titans. Finally the only god that remained was Athena, goddess of wisdom.  She ran from the titans for as long as she could. Finally, they caught up with her at the sight of Zeus’ imprisonment.  She frantically tried every method she could think of to move the rocks but alas none of them  had any effect. After a long battle, she too finally fell.

Finding all of their adversaries defeated, the two titans eyed each other warily. They each had no intention of sharing the throne. Hoping to catch his son off guard, Atlas suddenly attacked when his son’s back was turned but Exitious was ready for him. They battled there for many days, sometimes it seemed that one or the other had the upper hand and defeat was imminent, but they would always counter each attack and find strength to renew their own. 

Finally, Exitious came out the victor, he stood over his father and spat in his face. Revealing  that he was going to place Atlas back into his eternal torture Atlas, in one final desperate act of defiance, moved the stones trapping Zeus.  The gap he made was just large enough for the sky god to escape. Zeus emerged from his  prison and with a vengeance attacked Exitious and hurled him to the ground in defeat. 


He then released the other gods from Tartarus and called a council about the fate of the titan Atlas and his son. They eventually decided that, in light of his help to the gods, Atlas would only have to hold up half of the weight of the sky. Exitious was, in turn forced to help his father with his burden. 
